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A Sketch of the Union
Movement in Japan

Despite the fact that the Social-Demo-
eratic party met decisive attack by the
government when it was launched in
1900, the union movement in Japan was
granted recognition by offizial sarly
as 1886 because of its capitalistic trade
union tendency.

Kvidently with insight of coming
trouble between labor and capital which
will be inevitable according to the proc-
ess of industrial developement, a poli
tician, Yajiro Shinagawa, whose pop-
ularity as a radical attracied the people
by emphasizing the necessity of estab-
lishing a national labor body that stands
for compromising between labor and
capital.

The opinion was followed by the
prompt result: ‘“TLokyo Typographical
Workers Union” was founded on the
basis of the civic federationism of Am-
erica, with *Mark Hanpa” Shinagawa
himself at the head of the committees.
J. Sakuma, an owner of the biggest
typographical concern, and S. Kata-
yama, & socialistic leader, were on the
committees.

Through this example, many labor
unions were set forth and this grew to
such an extent that in certain districts
municipal laws provided that certain
kinds of laborers had to join the union,

‘There was fermentation for years
underneath, yet the majority of the
workers were kept in ignorance and
submission through the capitalistic
management of social institutions that
maintained for the sole aim to blind the
people.  These official trade unious
were the worst of all in this respect.

But the inroads of socialism, what a
bot touch to the heart of Japauese
workingmen, whose class halfa@entury
ago, underregime of Shognun te, was
regarded as the lowest rank of the four
classes, of which the Japanese federal-
istic society consisted.

‘They became aggressive in a short
time. They organized themselves into
a compact ciass-conscious body opposed
to plutoeratic and aristocratic oppres-
gion, as both remain a political power
against workers.

T'wo large bodies were organized in
the economic field in 1905. inspired by
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*I'he Communist Manifesto”, that are
absolutely free trom interference of
the capitalistic influence and have no
connection with the offi sial trade unions.
These were **Miner's Shisei-Kai”, or-
ganizad at Yabari coal mine district.
and *‘The Miners' Brotherhood Assoc-
intion of Japan”, organized at Shio
copper mine and its mining factories
where mo-t deplorable conditions pre
vail among worke Several villages
around were rained by copper poison
as the resuitof an ill equipped mechan-
ical condition. And the question wheth-
er the mine should be shut down or not
has been a heated one in the lower
honse at that time,

Those two organizations were not
only the first revolutionary unions or-
ganized on the economic field but are
verysignificant in the history of Jaupan’s
abor movement and are also of vital
importance to the labor movement of
the far-east in the future.

In the meantime the second national
convention of the socialist party was
called to Tokyo, which party, having
been admitted by the government, en-
tered its activity through its widely
circulated daily organ and several local
papers. It flaunted a high spirit above
all. The convention took issue as to
the tactics, whether it shall adher to
political or to ¢conomie action alone,
In previous years the socialists had 3
candidates at Tokyo,Chibaand Mybashi
city during election time. The returns
showed very poor results, except in
Chiba where the socialist candidate
poiled a comparatively large vote. On
the other hand the growth of the ve-
volutionary union movement was mar-
velous.  Militant industrial unionists
organized in various localities, grew to
be the center of the movement, leading
many striles and boycotts, So strenous
were their elforts, that the workers
gained much better conditions.

‘I'he whole movement went through a
process of regeneration. Very naturally
the convention was inclined to abandon
political action, and economic action
instead would be centered upon,

Ashio miners, among whom the min-
ers brotherhood association has a firm
foothold, went on a strike in Feb. 1907,
because their peaceful efforts to secure
better conditions of life failed. The
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employer has not only rejected their

demands but soon called out military
Lo attempt to start rioting for the pur-
pose of discrediting the strikers and
causing them to lose public sympathy.
tactics that are very familiar in this
continent.

Indignation exceeded patience, the
strikers determined to defend their
rights and liberty, all the miners rose
in open revolt. They captured the
maguzine fcom which dynamite and
revolvers were taken to be used freely.
A battle-like scene continued forseveral
days between strikers and imperia}
soldiery in which many were wounded
and a few Killed, among them the man-
ager of the Ashio Mining Co. It was
the first time that the workersred blood
was shed in the Jand of the mikado.
From that day to to-day, nay, until
the capitalist class shall surrender the
machinery of production and the nec-
essities of life, there shall not a bit of
peuce exist between the working class
and capitalist class in Japan.

Aved flag unfarled upon the mountain
high is an indication of final triumph of
the working class!

Following the turmoil, arrests of
ofticers of the organization were made.
Fellow workers S Minami, 'I'. Naguaoka
and others, charged of being the insti-
gators of the disturbance, were com-
pelled to stay one year in Tokyo Peni-
tentary, although, after all, the grand
jury found them not guilty.

There ave two factions in the labor
movement of Japan to-day. Oune, re-
presented by 8 Katayama, advocates
poiitical achievements through ballot,
the other, represented by D. Kataku,
insists upon possessing the earth by
direct action and revolutionary econ-
omic vnionism and still is meeting a
bitter fight. But in straight truth, soc-
ialistic activity is somewhat overpower-
ed by the government at present, for
lnck of systematic organization and
education.  The movement has been
confused on account of their personal
disagrevment and their Japanese char-
acteristic sentimentarism. In this the
government and spiesfully realized their
advantages: A defeat for tne Japanese
working class.

Here isan innovation of the labor
movement in Japan. Determined tactic
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is badly required in this case. A more
effective strategy is needed in the
struggle against capitalists who exer-
cised all possible knowledge and equip-
ment in methods to destroy anything
that might hurt their class interest.

Industrial unionism agitation should
be commenced now throughout the
land. We shall neither allow the capit-
alists to usurp the guidance of the labor
organization nor the politician to use
it for his own ambition. Organizing
an army of producers which aims solely
for the interest of the working class
we move toward the goal of emancipa-
tion, ‘‘abolition of wage system®’.

The revolutionary industrial union
movement in Japan was once tested in
the case of ‘“Ihe Miners’ Brotherhood
Association” at Ashio and proved a
success although it had unfortunately
gone on prematurely.

We should carry on this work again
with utmost patience and skill, if nec.
essary to the point of timity until it
will get suflicient power.

What a shock it would be to the rul-
ing class when they learned one day
that every wage earner had organized
in his own interest, and our initiated
anti-militarism propaganda will have
empiied the barracks of the regiments!

A vigorousagitation for revolutionary
industrial unionism shonld be started
now, right now, in Japan!

Mikado gets O.K. from Czar.

How to root out the revolutionary
movement in the land was one of the
important programs in the secret ofli-
cial congress at Tokyo which had been
called on account of the controversy
petween China aud Japan over the
Autung-Mukden railroad problem in
Manchuria.

Those organized ‘‘black hands’ fin-
ally decided to proceed with the railroad
work immediately in spite of the prot-
est of the Chinese government and also
decided unanimously that drastic meas-
ures will be adopted for suppressing
socialistic and union movement.

The sociadists and unionists in Japan
have been bitterly fighting for a long
time. Not an organ is allowed to bhe
printed theve, nor are they allowed to
hold a meeting.

Every active member is followed by
a spy wherever he goes, and any action
that might bring suspicion is closely
watched,

When a few fellow workers started a
paper at Knmamato city near Nagasaki
port, the police contiscated all.  When
Jiyu-Shiso was launehed by D. Katako,
it was obliged to publish twice ihe
same number because the first copies
were robbed by the police on the way
from the printer to the office of the
paper without any warrant,

Consequently secret publications now
prevail. Fellow comrade Uchida, a
Buddhist priest and two other fellow
workers wore arrested on a charge of
illegal publication.

Below is the list of illegal publica-
tions as oflicially given for this year:

“Law and Authority’’, **Quick Learn-
ing as ts Socialistic Theories™, *‘An
Alarm Clock for the People’’, “*Anarch,
ism and Kree Labor”, *What is the
Real Good Thing to the People”, *“*An-
archism and its ldeal”.

You know how despotic the Japanese
government is since ‘“‘Communists’
Manifesto” and *‘Conquest of Bread"
were suppressed.

A liberal magazine, *World-Wide
Woman'’, was recently fined 100 yens
because this paper translated ““The
Capital” from time to time.

“Home Magazine'’ was also suppress-
ed. T'he reason is simply that the
editor, Miss Yasuko Hori, is a to-be.
wife of a fellow worker who is serving
in Chiba penitentary.

The government then decided to take
final action to blow every revolutionary
movement out of the country.

By 3 o'clock on Ang. 15th, under
command of chief of police Takahashi
himself who is a most notorious brute,
a vast number of police, devided into
six squads, marched to and invaded the
oflice of the paper *Heiminst "', armed
with glittering swords, and aemanded
the surrender of all documents, sub-
scriptions for the paper, fin acial books
and even money orders.

Miss Sagako Kanno. who had been
in charge of business since the paper
was established, being in ill health for
several weeks, was unable to walk ag
the order of arrest.
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Shie was dragged from ber bed and
kicked down in the most brutal and
savagous manner. Thenshe was carried
on shoulders for a distance of 3 miles

to the police station.

Another band was dispatched to make
a search of all the re ¢ where our
fellow workers are living with their
wifes and children. Three more arrests
were made the following day in sub
urbs of Tokyo.

The Japanese I. W. W.

Propaganda Leaoue

was organized and chartered onOet. Tth
through which we will push onr work
more systematicall

Owing to the lack of space the finan.
cial report will
issue.

appear in the next

Help us in our work by -
subscriptions for the paper,

[talian fellow worker V 4
vello and the others at Barre, Vi,
10 Dollars to Japan in June
donation to the movemen:
money went astray () unc
been traced. Inv

igatior

A scabisa traitor to his race and
an enemy to himself,
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The Industrial Worker
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We indorse the above being the only
revelutionary workers” papers, to Eng-
lish speaking fellow workers as well as
Japan-born fellow workers  who ean

read Fnglish
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